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USDA holds Listening Session on

the 2Access to Pasture® Rule

Producers respond to the new @Access to Pasture® Ruling published |
October 24th, 2008 Federal Register.

Organic livestock producers, certi®ers, and a!liated personnel gath
ered in Chico, California on December 4th, 2008, to participate i;l; the
9 western regional USDA 2Listening Session® hosted by the CSU Chico
University Farm. "e session was designed to provide input on the lat-
est changes made to the "Access to Pasture Ruling®, recently puplished
in the October 24th edition of the Federal Register. Richard Mathews,
Chief of Standards Development Review for the National Organi¢
Program (NOP), USDA Agricultural Marketing Service presented the
changes to the existing rule and then opened the meeting for com-
ment.
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To Join WODPA

Please contact Sharon
Sinko, WODPA Secretary at
541.396.2409. Joining the orga-
nization idreeto all organic dairy
producers in the Western Region.
Support is voluntary, see pagg 8
for details on the 1 cent/cwt pro-
gram to fund WODPA programp
that directly bene®t the organic
dairy industry in the West.

In brief, the new revisions pro-
posed by NOP would require
pasture access for all ruminants
throughout the entire growing
season, and under normal circumstances ruminants can not be
denied access to pasture; all classes of cattle should consume 30%
their dry matter intake from pasture-based forages throughout the
entire growing season from 6 mos of age; and producers are asked
to provide a 2acri®cial® pasture location as a designated site during
inclement weather (without impacting water quality). In addi-

tion, NOP will require that all producers document supplemental
feeds, not to exceed 70% of DMI; all water ways must be fenced to
protect water quality; and all bedding must be derived organically to
prevent livestock from consuming conventional material. In regard to 2Origin of Livestock®, the new
guidelines will require that all replacement animals are brought into production under organic mang

http://www.wodpa.org

See the WODPA website
for newsletters, conference
proceedings, WODPA mis-

sion statement and resolutions ment from the last third of gestation.

passed by the general memberproducers can view the proposed changes

ship.

Announcement
December 23rd, 2008
Deadline for Comment on
a8Access to Pasture® Ruling

GO TOTHISLINK WWWREGULATIONSOV
TypeDockem™No. AMS-TM-06-0198
INTOTHESEARCHBOX

CLickoN THELINKTO PROPOSED
RULEN THELEFTCOLUMN
FOLLOWTHEINSTRUCTIONE THE
FEDERAIREGISTERORCOMMENTIN®N
THERULE

on the WODPA website: www.wodpa.o
or go to www.regulations.gov and type
in Docket Number ASM-TM-06-0198.

FOOD Farmers has worked to prepare
alternative language that will signi®cal
modify the proposed rule in collaboratig
with a number of producer and consu
groups. See page 3 for details and pro
feedback to your WODPA Olcer team. §
Producers have until December 23rd td
comment on the proposed new rule, s€
page 15 for instructions on how to sub-
mit your comments by the deadline.
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President's Message

A proposed pasture rule with something for everyone to

Tony Azevedo
President of WODPA

ing them in.°

How did we get to the point that we have to count how many blades of gra
a cow should eat per day? WELL, in the beginning there was grass and th
were cows, and it was called access to pasture.

Organic dairy farmers knew that by allowing cows to graze in abundance
you could accomplish many things. Some of which was longevity and hea
for the animal, and it was also a great marketing tool. If you dont believe
me, just read the panel on a carton of organic milk. een a few years ago a
organic milk became more in demand the conventional mentality started tc
creep into organic production. | started to see more and more organic pro:
ducers, large and small, from east to west, and north to south con®ne cow
for many reasons.

] cant pasture because: It's too hot; It's too cold; It's too dry; It's too wet; It's
too far to walk.° eese are some of my favorites: 20ur land is too good to

grow gjust pasture®; My cows dont like being out there; My cows dont knov
what to do on pasture; My cows do better con®ned; | have a problem bring

On December 4th, Richard Mathews from the N.O.P., held hearings in California on the proposed pa
rule. And from the sound of the testimony the proposed rule is more than what we bargained for. B
what concerned me most was to hear a certi®er say that by putting a percentage of dry matter intak
the ®nished rule was not good.

Let me get this straight, wasnt it the
certi®ers that could not determine what
was access to pasture to the point of
allowing some organic dairies to keep
them con®ned? e«e other comment
that caused me concern was when a
dairy nutritionist said that pasturing
cows was not of great concern to the
consumer. Consumers dont express
their concerns about pasturing because
they think that when they pay extra for
the milk, that the pasture is a agiven®.

*e FOOD Farmers, an organization
composed of organic farmers from
across the United States, have worked
hard on a revision of the proposed
pasture rule. ltis in this issue of the In-
tegrity. | strongly suggest that you read
and hopefully agree with this version.

Tony T Azevedo,

President of the Western Organic Dairy

Producers Alliance
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Food Farmers Suggest Revisions to
NOP's @Access to Pasture® Ruling:

FOOD Farmers organization has been working collaboratively to make meaningful recommendations for chan

cently published 8Access to Pasture® Ruling. See http://nodpa.com/rule.shtml for the entire document. In the fol

you will see changes made by NOP are designated by an underline (as introduced-material famolstfikethrougl
deleted material). FOOD Farmers suggested deletions and additions ardotditalied°by 2

Subpart A: De®nitions: Please see http://nodpa.com/rule.sesticiruminant animals from actively obtaining feed grazed

for the entire document. from pasture during the growing grazing season, except for col
ditions as described under § 205.239(c).

§ 205.236 Origin of Livestock:FOOD Farmer recommends

that NOP remove any consideration of origin of livestock f®R05.237(c) During the-grewingrazingseason, produc-

this rule change and work diligently to get a proposed rulegps shall provide not more than an average of 70 percent of a

origin of livestock published as soon as possible that will steminant's dry matter demand from dry matter fed (dry matter

the continuous transition fed does not include dry

of conventional animals as matter grazed froresidual
dairy replacements. National Organic Program Regulatory Text forage ovegetation rooted in

Livestock Sections Updated to Include the pasture)lis shall be calcu-

§ 205.237 Livestock feed. lated as an average over the
(a) 'e producer of an October 24th, 2008 Proposed Rule and entire grazing season for each

organic livestock operation FOOD Farmers suggested language changg&ge and class of animal. le
must provide livestock with e"ective December 16th, 2008 grazing season must be not

a total feed ration com- .| less than 120 days per year.

posed of agricultural prod- WITHTHESUPPORFROMTHEFOLLOWIN@®RGANIZATIONS Due to weather, season, and/

ucts, including pasture and NORTHEASORGANICDAIRYPRODUCERALLIANCE or climate, the grazing season

forage, that are organically MipwESTORGANICDAIRY FRODUCERALLIANCE may or may not be continu-
WESTERNORGANIADAIRYPRODUCERALLIANCE

produced by operations ous.
NATIONALORGANICCDALITION

certi®ed to the NOP, excey
ACCREDITERERTIFIERBSSOCIATION

as provided in § 205.236(a
(i), and, if applicable, or- ORGANICTRADEASSOCIATION
CoNSUMERENION

ganically handled by opers
tions certi®ed to the NOP: NATIONALCAMPAIGNFORSUSTAINABLAGRICUTLURE

(1) Except that, ruminant
slaughter stock that are typi-
cally grain ®nished may be
exempt from the 30% pasture

Except, lat, rensynthetic
stubstanees-asgnthetic
substances allowed under

MOSA

§205.603 and nonsynthetic

DMI requirement during the
®nishing period, not to ex-
ceed 120 days, but must not
be denied access to pasture

substances may be used as feed additives and supplemeuits;ing that period; and that breeding bulls may be exempt
Provided, !at, all agricultural ingredients in such additives #&ain the 30% pasture DMI and pasture access, but if denied
supplements shall have been produced and handled orgap@stlyre access cannot be considered organic slaughter stock.

§ 205.237(b) 'e producer of an organic operation must not(2) Grazing season must be described in the operation's

(1) Use animal drugs, including hormones, to promote growdjanic system plan and be approved by the certi®er as being
(2) Provide feed supplements or additives in amounts abowgpresentative of the typical grazing season duration for the
those needed for adequate nutrition and health maintenangarticular area. Certi®ers, in reviewing the organic system

for the species at its speci®c stage of life; (3) Feed plasticgh@fiethall con®rm that adequate ®elds are set aside for pas-
for roughage; (4) Feed formulas containing urea or manureyrésjo provide grazing for ruminants for the entire grazing
Feed mammalian or poultry slaughter by-products to mamsealson, showing intent to maximize grazing beyond the 120
or poultry; or (6) Use feed, feed additives, and feed suppletagntsnimum. Irrigation must be used as needed to promote
in violation of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act; ([@sture growth when an operation has it available for use on
Provide feed or forage to which anyone, at anytime, has adrgss.

an antibiotic; or 8) Preventwithhold testraif—orotherwise
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FOOD Farmers Revisions -NOP Pasture Rule - Cont'd

(3) In areas where irrigation is not available, certi®ers may sheep-wild-gamé3}Doecumenthow-much-dry-matteris fed
grant a temporary variance from the 120 days/30% DMI daity-to-each-elass-of-animatin-al-rations—anad-{4ybBeeumer
regulation, due to damage caused by atypical drought, oodigiepercentage-of-dry-matterfedHin-altrations-daily-to each
excessive rainfall, or ®re, that is experienced during the norrdaks-efanimalusing-the-formula—(BMFed~bBM-Bemand
grazing season. Variances are good for a single grazing sysieibstday)+106=%bBMed.
and a producer will only be granted a total of three over a ten
year period. § 205.238 Livestock health care practice standard.
(a) #e producer must establish and maintain preventive
§ 205.237(d) Producers shall: (1) Describe the total feed raivestock health care practices, including: (1) Selection of
tion for each type and class of animal; (2) Document changespecies and types of livestock with regard to suitability for
that are made to all rations throughout the year in response &ite-speci®c conditions and resistance to prevalent disease
seasonal grazing changes; (3) Provide the method for calculatd parasites; (2) Provision of a feed ration su$cient to
ing dry matter demand and dry matter intake to certi®er for meet nutritional requirements, including vitamins, minerals,
approval. protein and/or amino acids, fatty acids, energy sources, anc
®ber (ruminants); (3) Establishment of appropriate housing
{Hrboeeument-each-feedration{te-foreachtype-efanimal, gasture conditions, and sanitation practices to minimize the
class-etanimatsintended-daity-diet showing-att-ingredients, dadyirrence and spread of diseases and parasites; (4) Provi
petnds-of-each-ingredientper-animat-eachingredient's-percentonditions which allow for exercise, freedom of move-
aere—ef—thﬁefalmeﬁ—the—dmnaﬁeﬁaefeemaae—fe%eaeh ingnesht, and reduction of stress appropriate to the species; (5
[Aiine S Performance of physical alterations as needed to promote t
H%Feuﬁhetﬁhe—veal(ﬁ—Beetmﬁefﬁhe-daﬂv—dFv—maﬁeﬁdemandn|mals welfare and in a manner that minimizes pain and
of each-etass-of-antmat-usingthe-fermuta:-Average-Wetaht/Asiress; and (6) Administration of vaccines and other veteri-
Hbs—)—'—eeﬁ%kbs—BMH%Baw—Mﬂrbeﬁef—Ammals%otahary biologics.

%%%S%%drv—darw—ee\ﬁs—aﬁd—daw—vewwsteek%%OZS(b) When preventive practices and veterinary biologics are
fertactating-beefX=02for nentactatingbeet X=2?forgoalnadequate to prevent sickness, a producer may administer
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nonsynthetic substances provided they are not prohibitedith the feed requirements of §205.Z3dnetically modi®ed
under 205.604. In addition a producer may administer crop matter must not be used as bedding;
synthetic medications: Provided, «at, such medications are

allowed under §205.603Y4. (4) Shelteras needed and appropriate to the spedesigned
to allow for: (i) Natural maintenance, comfort behaviors, and
§ 205.239 Livestock living conditions. opportunity to exercise; (ii) Temperature level, ventilation, and air

(a) «e producer of an organic livestock operation must circulation suitable to the species; and (iii) Reduction of potential
establish and maintain year-round livestock living condi-for livestock injury;

tions which accommodate the health and natural behavior of

animals, including those listed in paragraphs (a)(1) throyghYardsfeeding padsand-passagewisewayskept in good

(a) £34) of this section—Further—producers-shaltnetpreveohdition and well-drained:;
withheldrestrainorotherwiserestrictanimalsfrom being

ottdoers—exeeptas-otherwise-provided-inparagraph (b)B)ee producer of an organic livestock operation prayide

Producers shall also provide:

(1) Year-round access for all
animals to the outdoors, shade,
shelter, exercise areas, fresh air,
water for drinkindindeers-and
ettdoors) and direct sunlight suit-
able to the species, its stage of life
preduetion the climate, and the
environmentexcept as otherwise
provided in paragraph (b) of this
section. Continuous, total con-
®nement in dry lots and feedlots
is prohibited.

2r-Aceesstopasture-forrumi-
nants;

(2)_For all ruminantgrovision of
pasture throughout the grazing
season to meet the requirements

of 205.237-eontintous-year-
reuntHmanagement-en-pastdre,
except as otherwise provided in
paragraph (c) of this section. ,
for—F el
growing-seasen;-and-i)-Aceess to
the-outdoors-throughout-the-year,

(3) Appropriate clean, dry bed-
ding.+Hthe-bedding-is-typically
consumed-by-the-animal-species,
Whenhay—strawground-cobs,
corn-statks;-er-otherrop matter
typically fed to the animal species
is used as bedding, it must comply
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WODPA Holds 3rd Annual Conference

In Grand Mound, Washington
October 21st & 22nd, 2008

*e 3rd Annual WODPA Steven Gilbert, Director of the Institute of Neurotoxicology and Neu-
Conference was held in rological Disorders presented a number of studies that show pesticic
Grand Mound, WA, last Oc- residues are harmful to human health, particularly small children anc
tober in the beautiful Great infants, who are particularly vunerable to even the most minute conc
Wolf Lodge. Special thanks trations of contaminants; Dr. David Granatstein, Director of the Cent
to Andrew Dykstra, 2008  for Sustaining Agricutlure and Natural Resources at Washington Sta
Conference Chairman, for alUniversity provided a summary of the environmental impacts of or-
his contributions to this yearganic farming as comparted to conven-
program. tional. According to Dr. Granantstein,
the data would show organic farming
*e WODPA Board of Direc- sequesters more carbon and improves
tors prepared a full agenda, soil pro®le over conventional contem-
with Jay Gordon, Executive pories; and Dr's Arden Nelson and Meg
Director of Washington DairyCatell, Organic Dairy Producers and
Federation providing the welVeterinary Consultants from Windsor,

come, CO, summarized
followed the nutritional re-
by the Washington State Department of search with respect
Agriculture Certi®cation Specialist, Georgapa to organic foods.
Webster, who discussed the importance of All presentations
record keeping systems. Rick Segalla, Canpan, can be found on the
CT presented an update on NOPDA activities WODPA website:
and solicited support for the national FOOD www.wodpa.org.
Farmers organization who are working to suip-
port a higher pay price for farmers, lobbied for A second panel discussion entiilegiour Or-
revisions to the existing pasture rule to level ganic Dairy Model Sustainablefas presented
the playing ®eld for family farms, and have by John Ken-
fostered support for additional funds to be 3l- nedy, Nutritional
located toward organic agriculture in the 20p8 Consultant from
Farm Bill. Petaluma, CA
who's economic
President Tony Azevedo opened the general data showed highe
session for discussion which focused on pay pro®tability for
price, discrepancies in how certi®ers interpket producers who
the NOP, and con®dentiality contracts and grow their own

their impacts on producers ability to negotiate with the various $iggplemental feed and graze their
dlers. Over the course of the two day program, producers rati@savgnédditional guests included
resolution and four position statements. In addition, the memi@erge Siemon, Organic Valley CEO
ship conducted annual elections of O€cers and Board Memberghdaelivered a keynote presentatio
Doorenbal, OR, serves as the Election Committee Chairman &mditled®ee big picture of organics:
will be looking for input from the general membership in regardotst, present and futureand Mark Castel, co-founder of the Cornu-
future WODPA Board Members and O€ciers. copia Institute, who entertained conference attendees after dinner w

a lively discussion of the issues currently facing the industry and ho
In addition to the General Session discussion, producers also lxemecbpia Institute has worked to bene®t the overall well-being of
to panel presentations including®geOrganic Di€erence® the organic dairy industry. e conference concluded with a tour of the
panel focused on current data to support an organic advantagdahn Bruno! dairy, victim of the 2007 Chehalis Flood Disaster. Look
three general areas: Food Safety, Environment, and Nutrition. far details regarding the 2009 WODPA Conference.
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FOOD Farmers Pasture Rule Revisions - Cont'd from page 5.

temporary con®nemeptovitde-temporary-con®nement during the grazing seasamd may no longer be individually

ferananimatHtemporarity-deny-a-non-ruminantanimal housed:{4)r-the-case-of-goatsduringperiods-ofirelement
aceess-to-the-eutdoansd shelter for an animadecause of:  weather(%3) tnthe-case-of sheEpr short periods for shear-

(1) Inclement weathand conditions caused by inclement ing; and {6b) In the case of dairy animals, for short periods

weather;(2) e animal's stage of-preductidife. Lacta- daily for milking. Milking must be scheduled in a manner to
tion is not a stage of life that would exempt ruminants ensure su'"cient grazing time to provide each animaamvith
from any of the mandates set forth in this regulati¢®) averagedry matter intake from grazing of not less than 30 per-

Conditions under which the health, safety, or well being of cent throughout the-grewiggazingseason. Milking frequen-
the animal could be jeopardized; or (4) Risk to soil or wateties or duration practices cannot be used to deny dairy animals

guality. pasture.

(c) 'e producer of an organic livestock operation may fd%—Rumrﬁams—must—be—ﬁfewdedﬂN&h—(—H—A—wrﬁa—&rea W|th
temporarily deny a ruminant animal pastui@utdoor v ; ; :

accesander the following conditions: (1) When the anlmal
is segregatéar the day of breeding or preventive health

care practice, or for th¢he treatment of illness or injury ection
(the various life stages, such as lactation, are not an illnes agewa
injury); (2) Oneweek at the end of a lactation for dry o!, éﬁ—Shade—&ﬁd—rﬁ—the
threeweeks prior to parturition (birthing), parturition, and : terata

up to one week after parturition; (3) In the case of newbors --such

for up to six months, after which they must be on pasture

GROWING JUNK
BUY SEED T

GALAXY lItalian Ryegrass
CRUSADER ltalian Ryegrass
WINFRHEBrage Brassica

GRAZA Forage Radish
TONIC Plantain
GRIWMSE=Chicory

FASTER WEIGHT GAINS
INCREASED MILK PRODUCT
MULTIPLE & FLEXIBLE GRA

For More Information, Contact:

IOKA MARKETING
PGGSeeds United States Distributor

877-367-4652 503-873-6498

pggseeds@iokafarms.com  www.pggseeds.co
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Western Organic Dairy Producekfliance

Producer Milk Check Assignment Form
The 1 cent program is designed to help fund WODPA activities, including the publication of the
“Integrity” newsletter, annual conferences and to keep producers informed of policy changes and
important issues that affect the organic dairy industry.

I, please print name on your milk check request that
name of company that sends your mhkck dedudhe sum of;

$0.01 per hundredweight; $.02/cwt; or $0.05/cwt: to support the work of WODPA, as an assignment fflom n
milk check starting the !rst day of , 20 . The total sum will be paid monthly to WODPA. This agreement may be end
at any time by the producer by sending a written request to their milk buyer with a copy to WODPA.

Milk handlers please send payments to: Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA)
Joe Ficher, WODPA treasurer, 54532 Arago Rd, Myrtle Point, OR 97458

Producer signature: Date:
Producer number/ member no: E-mail:

Number of milking cows: Tel #:

Certifying Agency: Farm Address:

Producers—please send this completed form to WODPA, Attn: Joe Ficher, 54532 Arago Rd, Myrtle Point, OR 97458, for trgcking

purposes, Joe will forward to the milk handler. Thank you.

Quality Pasture = Better Yields Remove thatch/dead grass, eliminate weeds,
underseeding, stimulate soils, level mole hills,
spread manure more evenly. All of this with
the Einbock Pneumaticstar: Tined weeder
equipped with airseeder.
One machine-many purposes

Isn’t it time you learned about it?
It can be used in a wide range of crops for weed ntrol

Quality pasture reduces input cost and increases returns. A healthy pastueases yield and quality
of forage, decreases fed feed needs and keeps animaly hdaltitaining good milk yields depends
on the ability maintain pasture yield & quality. The Eiok&rass Manger, used world wide, is the
best system available for achieving a quality pasture mgth dry matter per acre.

Our free educational material will explain how- cal Jim Tillman @ 912-764-4347
Weedsare eliminated- allowing grass to fill in bare spfaster- a high % of quality is lost to weeds.
Thatch is raked up-when thick thatch or dead grass is present, underseeding isficeity di
With weeds & thatch removed, the airseeder prowdest distribution of seedgo stimulated soils
Ability to underseed where soil preparation is not possible or in high vezaas
Helpsspread manuremore evenly antevel mole hills
Ideal forgrassland maintenance& regular underseedinigeles are constantly closed

There are many impressive features of the Einbock equipimenive would like to share with you.
See it work: _www.tinedweeder.com Email:_organicweedcontrol@iiernet.net

)
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WODPA Membership adopts a new resolution
and Publishes position statements.
See http://www.wodpa.org for details

DAIRYSzE REsoLuTIoNWHE R EASRGANIDAIRYOPERATIONSAY BEOF VARIABLBSIZE SCOPRND GEOGRAPHIGD-
caTion AND WHEREA& L ORGANICALLEERTIFIEDAIRIESREGARDLESS SIZE AREEXPECTEDO UPHOLDTHEFULL
INTENOFTHENOP, THEREFOdRE RESOLVEDHATTHEWESTERNORGANICDAIRY PRODUCERALLIANCESUPPORTS
ALLORGANI@AIRIESREGARDLESSSIZE THATADHEREO WO D PAOLICIEREGARDINBASTURBESEAND REPLAGE
MENTFEMALE®SSTATEDN THEWODPA BPLACEMENRULINGRESOLUTIONND THEPASTURHRULING RESOLUTION
ARDENNELSONVOVED TONY SCHILTERND; 31YES ONO; MOTIONPASSED

STATEMENTBASSED

- PosiTionoN BaseRRice WODPARODUCEREEQUIRE MINIMUMBASEPRICEOF $30/cwT(ONA 3.5% BRND
8.7% SNEBAsI3 TOBESUSTAINABLEDATEDOCTOBER D, 2008. BB BaAKERVOVEDTOACCEPTRANKCOELHO
2ND; 21YES 10NO; MOTIONPASSES

- PosimionoN GERTIFIERWW O DPAVILLWORKWITHTHEOTHERO D PAS TODEVELOR RATINGSTRUCTUREDRALL
ORGANICERTIFYINSGENCIEBN ORDERHATWEELIMINATEHESUBSTANTIADAMAGING/ARIABILITW THECERTIFICATION
PROCESS ANDREWDYKSTRAMOVEDTO
ACCEPTROssMcMAHAN 2ND; 29YES
1 NO; MOTIONPASSES

- PosiTionoN GosTs QRGANIDAIRY
PRODUCERSECEIV24%0F THERETAIL
MILKPRICEAN UNACCEPTABIYOW
PERCENTAGE- THEFOODDOLLAR
WOD PANILLWORKWITHCONSUMER
GROUPSOWARDA HIGHERRETURNO
PRODUCER$RANKCOELHOVIOVEDTO
PASS TONY SCHILTERND; 25YES 6
NO; MOTIONPASSES

- PosiTionoN GONFIDENTIALITY
WODPASUPPORTBHEELIMINATION
OF CONFIDENTIALITONTRACTBE
TWEENPRODUCERSND PROCESSOREO
IMPROVHEHELEVEIOF TRANSPAREN@Y
ORGANIGILKPRICING ANDREWDY K
STRAVOVEDTOPASS RRANKGOELHO
2ND; 28YES ONO; MOTIONPASSES
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Joe Tresch - Petaluma

Feature DairgA

In addition to an organic dairy, the Tresch family also has a beautiful
apple orchard on their ranch. Kathy grows a number of unique varietie:
of apples and often sells them at the local farmers' market. €e ranch al
features a coastal grasslands area with a woodland riparian ecosystem
is home to over 500 plant species as well as Northwestern pond turtles,
blue-tailed skink lizards, black-tail deer, a family of golden eagles, and
abundance of other animals.

When asked about his uniqgue management style, he'll say that he @runs
like I'm goin' broke® and sees land as a safe ®nancial investment. He w
taught early in life by his father to @make do with what you have.? Even
though Joe initially told his Dad that he didnt want anything to do with
the dairy, fate had other plans.

Joe is ®rm believer in business strategy and has build his business usi
principles found in a favorite book entitled e Pursuit of Pro®t , €e
Dggsophical and Business Approach to Dairying® by Louis P. Longo,
gMoods Publishing company, 1978. In Chapter 3, A Philosophy
oj}:%arming,0 Longo quotes Henry David €oreau iitien labor under
Istake,° its a fool's Ef&Sentiallly condeming the farmer for such
obedien€dpo the contrary, both Joe Tresch and Louis Longo

Meet Joe Tresch, dairyman, roper, philosopher, and Sierra f
Environmental Steward of the Year, pictured here aboard hi

fuel escient horse, lariots and duct tape in tow. We met Joe
his wife Kathy, last summer as we were getting familar with

Petaluma dairy industry. Joe, a Chico State graduate, has beel ) . | o .
the dairy business full-time since 1988, when his father pasgg eve that dairy farming olers hard work and self expression; and in tf

away, Today, Joe has built the business to 2,100 acres and ¥ ds of Lango, 2a self expression made known through creative work
miIkiﬁg cows', between their two dairies ’ and a satisfaction found in the occupation of farming - an occupation

which today makes stringent demands on the intellectual capacity, rathe
sﬁ an the muscular Qevglopment of a_man.° In other words, success in 'tr
gﬂsmdustry requires intellectual wisdom and a love for the work. Witl

said, we wonder if Joe has also read Chapter 17 entitled 2Vacatior
an increase pro®ts°... ?

€e Tresch family has been in the California dairy business
Joe's family emigrated from Switzerland to California in the
€e family started their ®rst California dairy in Cayucos Valle
1880. In 1898, the family moved up to Rio Vista in
Northern California. Joe's great-grandfather moved the
dairy from Rio Vista to its current location in Peta-

luma. After Joe's father passed away, Joe purchased the
320 acres from his step-mother in 1988 and leased an
adjacent 1,189 acres. For next 19 years, Joe didnt miss

a milking shift.

Expansion took an interesting path for Joe and his
family. In 1988, the City of Santa Rosa attempted to
acquire the leased land so they could pump wastewater
into the entire valley and create a sewage reservoir. Joe
and Kathy chose to ®ght this plan and, after six long
years, succeeded in saving the valley (this is when they
won the Sierra Club award). €e Tresches then went

on to purchase the 1,189 acres and continued pasture-
feeding their herd.
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Hollands Dairy, Klamath Falls, OR

Horizon Organic joins with the Federation of Organic Dairafffners
in support of regulatory changes to require all dairy cows

be raised organically from the last third of gestation.

» 2007 Horizon Organic Photo by Jerry Downs
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Research Briefs

The soil solution: solving global warming...and more
From the Rodale Institute, Kutztowr

*e Rodale Institute's Farming Systems Trial (FST) was the ®rst study that proved regenerative organic agriculture practi
store or sequester carbon in the soil by removing it from the air, thereby signi®cantly reversing the impact of global war
Regenerative organic farming methods can transform agriculture from part of the global warming problem to a major pe
the solution, by changing how we farm.

Organically managed soils can convert carbon from green house gas into a food-producing asset. Soils that are rich in
conserve water and support healthier plants that are more resistant to drought, stress, pests and diseases. Studies cor
at Rodale Institute show that organic systems have increased soil carbon by 30% over 27 years. *e petroleum-based s!
showed no signi®cant increase in soil carbon in the same time period and some studies have shown that these systen
may loose carbon.

Researchers are eshing out the mechanisms by which this soil carbon sequestration takes place. One of the most sigr
®ndings is the high correlation between increased soil carbon levels and very high amounts of mycorrhizal fungi. sese
help slow down the decay of organic matter. Beginning with our Farming Systems Trial, collaborative studies by the US|
Agriculture Research Service (ARS) lead by David Douds, Ph.D., show that the biological support system of mycorrhiz:
are more prevalent and diverse in organically managed systems than in soils that depend on synthetic fertilizers and pe
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W+$ ) #

%%,&' "*+ COMPANY

o %%.& L(()+ ') $$ -r+#
o "&H"" B * )
o )-8 & Y% *$+*

$E+ [+ % I %%,& "+ &
&)+ "&F L) ) S+ ))%

"y )

W+ $ ) #
("&)




Issue 6, December 2008

sese fungi work to conserve organic matter by aggregating organic matter with clay and minerals. In soil aggregates, car
is more resistant to degradation than in the free form and thus more likely to be conserved. sese ®ndings demonstrate tr
mycorrhizal fungi produce a potent glue-like substance
called glomalin that stimulates increased aggregation pof soll
particles. is results in an increased ability of soil to retain
carbon. sese ®ndings are based on analysis by ARS fesearch-
ers at the Northern Great Plains Research Lab in Mandan,
North Dakota.

In Rodale Institute's FST, soil carbon levels increased more in
the manure-based organic system than in the legumetbased
organic system, presumably because the manure stinjulates
the soil to sequester carbon in more stable forms. «e gtudy
also showed that soil carbon depends on more than jyst total
carbon additions to the system, because cropping diversity or
carbon-to-nitrogen ratios of inputs may also have an g€ect.
e Rodale Institute believes that the answer lies in the|decay
rates of soil organic matter under di€erent management
systems. «e application of soluble nitrogen fertilizers in the
petroleum-based systems stimulates more rapid and ¢omplete
decay of organic matter, sending carbon into the atmdsphere

instead of retaining it in the soil as the organic systems-go-
"SOILCARBONDIFFERENCE®CUMENTEBY THEFARMINGSYSTEMS

TRIALAT FODALEINSTITUTE

For additional data see http://www.rodaleinstitute.org

Be Proactive with your herdes health

use the
Agri-King
Personalized Feeding Programs

Contact:
In California:

Ron Arendt - 209.996.5340 'mm(;’ﬂey’ Ey( FEX[pe rts

In Pacific Northwest:
Ryan Mensonides - 360.391.8579

AGRI-KING 800.435.9560 www.agriking.com
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FOOD Farmers Revisions - Cont'd from page 6.

watermustbe-protected-from-fouting:{ 5) Feeding-and-wat820§.240 Pasture practice standal@. producer of an or-
egtipment-that-are-designed.—constructed.and-pltacedto pgateictlivestock operation must, for all ruminant livestock on t
from-fouting—stuch-egtuipment-mustbe-cteaned-weekly; andperation, demonstrate through auditable records in the orge
{e-n-the-case-of-newbernshay-in-arack-o-the-ground; begstem plan, a functioning management plan for pasture tha
ning-7-tays-after-birth-unless-enpasture—and-pasture-for gnaets all requirements of 8§ 205.200 - 205.240.
ingHn-compliance-with-§ 205.240(a)-notlaterthan-sixmonths
after-birth. §205.240(a) Pasture must be managed as a crop in full com|
ance with 88 205.200 through 205.206.

{e)y{e)(d) "e producer of an organic livestock operation

must manage manure in a manner that does not contributeé895.240(b) teproducer-must-develop-and-annually
contamination of crops, soil, or water by plant nutrients, hegpglate-a-comprehensivepasture plafer-inetdsioncontain-
metals, or pathogenic organisms and optimizes recycling ahg at least the following information must be includad
nutrientsiand {F-e-producer-ofan-organic tivestoek-operathe producer's organic system pidnich may consist of the
tier-must manage outdoor access areas, including pastureseiti@er's farm and livestock questionnaires, and be updated
manner that does not put soil or water quality atrisk-—is maypnually when any changes are made. !e pasture plan must
treludes-the-use-effences-and-buterzonestoprevent rumshow the foIIOW|nq—Wheﬁ—thefe—|s—ﬁe—ehaHﬁe—te—the—aFeV|ous
nants-and-theirwaste-produetsfrom-entering pondsStreaysa
&Mﬂ%&%&ﬁﬁ%&%ﬁeﬁeﬁe%b&extensmubmﬁh&wmﬁemmﬁ&m%m plan.

of the
terg2f5.24 de
ater. a—de%&r}ed—deseﬁaﬂeﬁ—ef(l) le types of pasture provided

to ensure that the feed reqwrements of 205.237 are being

FOOD Farmers comment: Put the below practice standardmet; ysten
that have been struck out, plus other potential standards, (2) Cultural and managemermractlces—rﬁetudma—bu{—ﬁot
into guidance. i in the

pasture-systenn be used to ensure pasture of a su#cient qua

Uniting Science and Nature.

Products Listed by OMRI for Use in Organic Agriculture

Agrimcs

Contains mannans and glucans that act as
binding sites for bacteria thereforeeducing
the ability of the bacteria to attach to the
intestinal walland cause scours.

Organic selenium for optimizing the animal's
selenium statusallowing it to realize its full
growth and production potential.

Biotal Buchneri 500 forage inoculant
containing Lactobacillus buchne40788 is
FDA reviewedfor increased aerobic stability
of silage and high moisture corn stored for
not less than 60 days.°

Active dry yeast to enhance hind gut
health in monogastrics and young
ruminants. The strain was selected
specifically for its ability tanaintain
the balance of intestinal microflora.
This ability toneutralize toxins, bind
to pathogenic bacteria and reinforce
intestinal wall integrityallows the
animal to resist health challenges
and realize its full growth potential.

Active dry yeast for use in ruminant
feeds. It is a unique live yeast strain
that was specifically selected for its
ability to enhance rumen function.

e

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION
Tel: (800) 692-4700 Email: LAN_NA@Iallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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ing grazingseason and to provide all ruminastsept for ~ ofantretuno# v} -Suffotnded by vegetated-areas:-and (vi)
exempted classesder the organic systems plan with an Easﬂv—restefed—éaé—hﬂaﬁaered—te—m—%ﬁde—feed—value—and (i)
average of not less than 30 percent of their dry matter intsfi@dnte D es. (4)
from grazing throughout the-grewigrgzingseason; (3) Restemd%u&h—aeﬁm—ﬁasﬂjreﬁaﬁaadmbm addition to
Description of the grazing seaséshaymaking-system the above, producers must manage pasture to comply with all
(4) le location of pastures-ant-haymakine-®adduding applicable requirements of 8§ 205.236 - 205.239.
maps-shewingthe-pasture-ant-haymaking-syst@niagd

each ®eld its own identity; (5) e types of grazing methodsOOD Farmers comment: Add the following pasture prac-

to be used in the pasture system; (6) e location and typéce standard to guidance: At no time during the grazing

of fencesexcept for temporary fencasd the location season, when any class of ruminant receives less than 30%
and source of shade and water; (7) !e soil fertility, seedingf their dry matter intake from grazing, except for exempted
and crop rotation systems—{8}-te-pest—weed—and-diseasglasses, shall the operation mechanically harvest crops from
controlpractices {9} te-erosion-—controland-protection of itS pastures.For questions contact Arden Nelson, WODPA
naturabwetlands fipatian-areas—and-soitand-water qualifjolicy Chairman 970.481.8314; Kathie Arnold, NODPA Policy
practices: {10} Pasture-and-seil-sustainability practices; ap@mmittee Chair at randkarnold1@juno.com; Tel: 607-842-

‘4D Restoration-of pastures-practices. 6631 OR Ed Maltby, NODPA Executive Director at ednodpa@
comcast.net; Tel: 413-772-0444.

(c6) le pasture system-mushayinclude a sacri®cial
pasture for grazing, to protect the other pastures from exEegase cite Docket Number AMS-TM-06-0198; TM-05-14. Di-

sive damage during periods when saturated soil conditiof€Ct YOUr comments to Richard H. Mathews, Chief, Standards
render the pasture(s) too wet for animals to grarégr Development and Review Branch, National Organic Program,

outdoor access in the non-grazing seasesaeri®cial Transportation and Marketing Programs USDA-AMS-TMP-

pasttire-mustbe—{1) Sueient in-size to-aceommodate allNOP 1400 Independence Ave., SW. Room 4008-So., Ag Stop
animalsin-the-herd-witheut-crowding—2)-Leecated-where:0268 Washington, DC 2025To submit your comments on-

re line: visit the regulations web portal: www.regulations.gov.
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USDA Listening Session
President's Message
FOOD Farmers Revisions
3rd Annual Conference Report
Research Updates
Ei?&utgegu%ﬁ:? comments Comments due December 23rd, 2008 in response t

NOP's @Access to Pasture® Rule revisions

Upcoming Events:

January 21 - 24, 2009: «e 29th Annual
Ecological Farming Conference is at
Asilomar Conference Grounds in Paci®c
Grove, CA: http://eco-farm.org/index.
php/efc/general_information/

Pre-Conference Event Sponsored by
CCOF: January 20th &21st: Healthy
Farms, Healthy People: Organics in Ac-
tion. Ecological Farming Conference

February 26th-28th, 2009: Oregon

Tilth presentsOrganicologyee Study
of a Sustainable Food Future: http://
www.tilth.org/partners/organicology




