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To Join WODPA
Please contact  Sharon 

Sinko, WODPA Secretary at 
541.396.2409. Joining the orga-
nization is free to all organic dairy 
producers in the Western Region. 
Support is voluntary, see page 8 

for details on the 1 cent/cwt pro-
gram to fund WODPA programs 
that directly bene® t the organic 

dairy industry in the West.    

http://www.wodpa.org 

See the WODPA website 
for newsletters, conference 
proceedings, WODPA mis-

sion statement and resolutions 
passed by the general member-

ship. 

Announcement
December 23rd, 2008

Deadline for Comment on

 ªAccess to Pastureº Ruling 

 GO TO THIS LINK: WWW.REGULATIONS.GOV 
TYPE DOCKET NO. AMS-TM-06-0198 

INTO THE SEARCH BOX. 
CLICK ON THE LINK TO PROPOSED 

RULE IN THE LEFT COLUMN 
FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS IN THE 

FEDERAL REGISTER FOR COMMENTING ON 
THE RULE. 
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USDA holds Listening Session on 
the ªAccess to Pastureº Rule 

Producers respond to the new ªAccess to Pastureº Ruling published in the 
October 24th, 2008 Federal Register.

Organic livestock producers, certi® ers, and a!  liated personnel gath-
ered in Chico, California on December 4th, 2008, to participate in the 
western regional USDA ªListening Sessionº hosted by the CSU Chico 
University Farm. " e session was designed to provide input on the lat-
est changes made to the Àccess to Pasture Rulingº, recently published 
in the October 24th edition of the Federal Register. Richard Mathews, 
Chief of Standards Development Review for the National Organic 
Program (NOP), USDA Agricultural Marketing Service presented the 
changes to the existing rule and then opened the meeting for com-

ment. 

In brief, the new revisions pro-
posed by NOP would require 
pasture access for all ruminants 
throughout the entire growing 
season, and under normal circumstances ruminants can not be 
denied access to pasture; all classes of cattle should consume 30% of 
their dry matter intake from pasture-based forages throughout the 
entire growing season from 6 mos of age; and producers are asked 
to provide a ªsacri® cialº pasture location as a designated site during 
inclement weather (without impacting water quality). In addi-
tion, NOP will require that all producers document supplemental 
feeds, not to exceed 70% of DMI; all water ways must be fenced to 

protect water quality; and all bedding must be derived organically to 
prevent livestock from consuming conventional material. In regard to ªOrigin of Livestockº, the new 
guidelines will require that all replacement animals are brought into production under organic mange-
ment from the last third of gestation. 
Producers can view the proposed changes 
on the WODPA website: www.wodpa.org 
or go to www.regulations.gov and type 
in Docket Number ASM-TM-06-0198. 
FOOD Farmers has worked to prepare 
alternative language that will signi® cantly 
modify the proposed rule in collaboration 
with a number of producer and consumer 
groups. See page 3 for details and provide 
feedback to your WODPA O!  cer team. 
Producers have until December 23rd to 
comment on the proposed new rule, see 
page 15 for instructions on how to sub-
mit your comments by the deadline.  



President's Message
A proposed pasture rule with something for everyone to hate.

How did we get to the point that we have to count how many blades of grass 
a cow should eat per day?  WELL, in the beginning there was grass and there 
were cows, and it was called access to pasture.

Organic dairy farmers knew that by allowing cows to graze in abundance 
you could accomplish many things.  Some of which was longevity and health 
for the animal, and it was also a great marketing tool.  If you don't believe 
me, just read the panel on a carton of organic milk.  • en a few years ago as 
organic milk became more in demand the conventional mentality started to 
creep into organic production.  I started to see more and more organic pro-
ducers, large and small, from east to west, and north to south con® ne cows 
for many reasons.  

ªI can't pasture because: It's too hot; It's too cold; It's too dry; It's too wet; It's 
too far to walk.º • ese are some of my favorites: ªOur land is too good to 
grow ªjust pastureº;  My cows don't like being out there; My cows don't know 
what to do on pasture; My cows do better con® ned; I have a problem bring-

ing them in.º

On December 4th, Richard Mathews from the N.O.P., held hearings in California on the proposed pasture 
rule.  And from the sound of the testimony the proposed rule is more than what we bargained for.  But 
what concerned me most was to hear a certi® er say that by putting a percentage of dry matter intake into 
the ® nished rule was not good.  

Let me get this straight, wasn't it the 
certi® ers that could not determine what 
was access to pasture to the point of 
allowing some organic dairies to keep 
them con® ned?  • e other comment 
that caused me concern was when a 
dairy nutritionist said that pasturing 
cows was not of great concern to the 
consumer.  Consumers don't express 
their concerns about pasturing because 
they think that when they pay extra for 
the milk, that the pasture is a ªgivenº.
  
• e FOOD Farmers, an organization 
composed of organic farmers from 
across the United States, have worked 
hard on a revision of the proposed 
pasture rule.  It is in this issue of the In-
tegrity.  I strongly suggest that you read 
and hopefully agree with this version.

Tony T Azevedo,
President of the Western Organic Dairy 
Producers Alliance
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Food Farmers Suggest Revisions to 
NOP's ªAccess to Pastureº Ruling:

FOOD Farmers organization has been working collaboratively to make meaningful recommendations for change to the re-
cently published ªAccess to Pastureº Ruling. See http://nodpa.com/rule.shtml for the entire document. In the following article, 
you will see changes made by NOP are designated by an underline (as introduced material) and strikethrough format (for 

deleted material). FOOD Farmers suggested deletions and additions are indicated by ªbold italicsº. 
Subpart A: De® nitions: Please see http://nodpa.com/rule.shtml 
for the entire document. 

§ 205.236 Origin of Livestock:  FOOD Farmer recommends 
that NOP remove any consideration of origin of livestock from 
this rule change and work diligently to get a proposed rule on 
origin of livestock published as soon as possible that will stop 
the continuous transition 
of conventional animals as 
dairy replacements. 

§ 205.237 Livestock feed.
 (a) ! e producer of an 
organic livestock operation 
must provide livestock with 
a total feed ration com-
posed of agricultural prod-
ucts, including pasture and 
forage, that are organically 
produced by operations 
certi® ed to the NOP, except 
as provided in § 205.236(a)
(i), and, if applicable, or-
ganically handled by opera-
tions certi® ed to the NOP: 
Except, ! at, nonsynthetic 
substances and synthetic 
substances allowed under 
§205.603 and nonsynthetic 
substances may be used as feed additives and supplements, 
Provided, ! at, all agricultural ingredients in such additives and 
supplements shall have been produced and handled organically.

§ 205.237 (b) ! e producer of an organic operation must not: 
(1) Use animal drugs, including hormones, to promote growth;
(2) Provide feed supplements or additives in amounts above 
those needed for adequate nutrition and health maintenance 
for the species at its speci® c stage of life; (3) Feed plastic pellets 
for roughage; (4) Feed formulas containing urea or manure; (5) 
Feed mammalian or poultry slaughter by-products to mammals 
or poultry; or (6) Use feed, feed additives, and feed supplements 
in violation of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act; (7) 
Provide feed or forage to which anyone, at anytime, has added 
an antibiotic; or 8) Prevent, withhold, restrain, or otherwise 

restrict ruminant animals from actively obtaining feed grazed 
from pasture during the growing grazing season, except for con-
ditions as described under § 205.239(c).

§ 205.237 (c) During the growing grazing season, produc-
ers shall provide not more than an average of 70 percent of a 
ruminant's dry matter demand from dry matter fed (dry matter 

fed does not include dry 
matter grazed from residual 
forage or vegetation rooted in 
pasture). ! is shall be calcu-
lated as an average over the 
entire grazing season for each 
type and class of animal.  ! e 
grazing season must be not 
less than 120 days per year. 
Due to weather, season, and/ 
or climate, the grazing season 
may or may not be continu-
ous. 

(1) Except that, ruminant 
slaughter stock that are typi-
cally grain ® nished may be 
exempt from the 30% pasture 
DMI requirement during the 
® nishing period, not to ex-
ceed 120 days, but must not 
be denied access to pasture 

during that period; and that breeding bulls may be exempt 
from the 30% pasture DMI and pasture access, but if denied 
pasture access cannot be considered organic slaughter stock.

(2) Grazing season must be described in the operation's 
organic system plan and be approved by the certi® er as being 
representative of the typical grazing season duration for the 
particular area. Certi® ers, in reviewing the organic system 
plan, shall con® rm that adequate ® elds are set aside for pas-
ture to provide grazing for ruminants for the entire grazing 
season, showing intent to maximize grazing beyond the 120 
day minimum. Irrigation must be used as needed to promote 
pasture growth when an operation has it available for use on 
crops.
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National Organic Program Regulatory Text 
Livestock Sections Updated to Include the 
October 24th, 2008 Proposed Rule and 

FOOD Farmers suggested language changes 
e" ective December 16th, 2008:   

 WITH THE SUPPORT FROM THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:
NORTHEAST ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCERS ALLIANCE

MIDWEST ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCERS ALLIANCE

WESTERN ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCERS ALLIANCE

NATIONAL ORGANIC COALITION

ACCREDITED CERTIFIERS ASSOCIATION

ORGANIC TRADE ASSOCIATION

CONSUMERS UNION

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICUTLURE

MOSA
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(3) In areas where irrigation is not available, certi® ers may 
grant a temporary variance from the 120 days/30% DMI 
regulation, due to damage caused by atypical drought,  ̄ooding, 
excessive rainfall, or ® re, that is experienced during the normal 
grazing season.  Variances are good for a single grazing system 
and a producer will only be granted a total of three over a ten 
year period.

§ 205.237 (d)  Producers shall: (1) Describe the total feed ra-
tion for each type and class of animal; (2) Document changes 
that are made to all rations throughout the year in response to 
seasonal grazing changes; (3) Provide the method for calculat-
ing dry matter demand and dry matter intake to certi® er for 
approval.  

(1) Document each feed ration (i.e., for each type of animal, each 
class of animal's intended daily diet showing all ingredients, daily 
pounds of each ingredient per animal, each ingredient's percent-
age of the total ration, the dry matter percentage for each ingredi-
ent, and the dry matter pounds for each ingredient) as it changes 
throughout the year; (2) Document the daily dry matter demand 
of each class of animal using the formula: Average Weight/Animal 
(lbs) ! .03 X  = lbs DM/Head/Day ! Number of Animals = Total 
DM Demand in lbs/Day; where X=.04 for lactating dairy cows, 
X=.02-.025 for dry dairy cows and dairy youngstock, X=.025 
for lactating beef, X=.02 for non lactating beef, X=?? for goats, 

FOOD Farmers Revisions -NOP Pasture Rule - Cont'd
sheep, wild game; (3) Document how much dry matter is fed 
daily to each class of animal in all rations; and (4) Document 
the percentage of dry matter fed in all rations daily to each 
class of animal using the formula:  (DM Fed " DM Demand 
in lbs/day) ! 100 = % DM Fed. 

§ 205.238 Livestock health care practice standard.
 (a) # e producer must establish and maintain preventive 
livestock health care practices, including: (1) Selection of 
species and types of livestock with regard to suitability for 
site-speci® c conditions and resistance to prevalent diseases 
and parasites; (2) Provision of a feed ration su$  cient to 
meet nutritional requirements, including vitamins, minerals, 
protein and/or amino acids, fatty acids, energy sources, and 
® ber (ruminants); (3) Establishment of appropriate housing, 
pasture conditions, and sanitation practices to minimize the 
occurrence and spread of diseases and parasites; (4) Provision 
of conditions which allow for exercise, freedom of move-
ment, and reduction of stress appropriate to the species; (5) 
Performance of physical alterations as needed to promote the 
animal's welfare and in a manner that minimizes pain and 
stress; and (6) Administration of vaccines and other veteri-
nary biologics.

(b) When preventive practices and veterinary biologics are 
inadequate to prevent sickness, a producer may administer 
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nonsynthetic substances provided they are not prohibited 
under 205.604. In addition a producer may administer 
synthetic medications: Provided, • at, such medications are 
allowed under §205.603¼. 

§ 205.239 Livestock living conditions. 
(a) • e producer of an organic livestock operation must 
establish and maintain year-round livestock living condi-
tions which accommodate the health and natural behavior of 
animals, including those listed in paragraphs (a)(1) through 
(a) (3 4) of this section. Further, producers shall not prevent, 
withhold, restrain, or otherwise restrict animals from being 
outdoors, except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) and 
(c) of this section. 

Producers shall also provide:
(1) Year-round access for all 
animals to the outdoors, shade, 
shelter, exercise areas, fresh air, 
water for drinking (indoors and 
outdoors), and direct sunlight suit-
able to the species, its stage of life 
production, the climate, and the 
environment, except as otherwise 
provided in paragraph (b) of this 
section. Continuous, total con-
® nement in dry lots and feedlots 
is prohibited.

(2) Access to pasture for rumi-
nants;
(2) For all ruminants, provision of 
pasture throughout the grazing 
season to meet the requirements 
of 205.237 continuous year-
round management on pasture, 
except as otherwise provided in 
paragraph (c) of this section. , 
for: (i) Grazing throughout the 
growing season; and (ii) Access to 
the outdoors throughout the year, 
including during the non-growing 
season. Dry lots and feedlots are 
prohibited.

(3) Appropriate clean, dry bed-
ding. If the bedding is typically 
consumed by the animal species, 
When hay, straw, ground cobs, 
corn stalks, or other crop matter 
typically fed to the animal species 
is used as bedding, it must comply 

with the feed requirements of §205.237. Genetically modi® ed 
crop matter must not be used as bedding; 

(4) Shelter, as needed and appropriate to the species, designed 
to allow for: (i) Natural maintenance, comfort behaviors, and 
opportunity to exercise; (ii) Temperature level, ventilation, and air 
circulation suitable to the species; and (iii) Reduction of potential 
for livestock injury; 

(5) Yards, feeding pads, and passageways laneways kept in good 
condition and well-drained;

(b) • e producer of an organic livestock operation may provide 
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WODPA Holds 3rd Annual Conference 
in Grand Mound, Washington

October 21st & 22nd, 2008
• e 3rd Annual WODPA 
Conference was held in 
Grand Mound, WA, last Oc-
tober in the beautiful Great 
Wolf Lodge. Special thanks 
to Andrew Dykstra, 2008 
Conference Chairman, for all 
his contributions to this year's 
program. 

• e WODPA Board of Direc-
tors prepared a full agenda, 
with Jay Gordon, Executive 
Director of Washington Dairy 
Federation providing the wel-
come, 

followed 
by the Washington State Department of 
Agriculture Certi® cation Specialist, Georgana 
Webster, who discussed the importance of 
record keeping systems. Rick Segalla, Canaan, 
CT presented an update on NOPDA activities 
and solicited support for the national FOOD 
Farmers organization who are working to sup-
port a higher pay price for farmers, lobbied for 
revisions to the existing pasture rule to  level 
the playing ® eld for family farms, and have 
fostered support for additional funds to be al-
located toward organic agriculture in the 2008 
Farm Bill. 

President Tony Azevedo opened the general 
session for discussion which focused on pay 
price, discrepancies in how certi® ers interpret 
the NOP, and con® dentiality contracts and 
their impacts on producers ability to negotiate with the various han-
dlers. Over the course of the two day program, producers rati® ed one 
resolution and four position statements.   In addition, the member-
ship conducted annual elections of O€  cers and Board Members. Joe 
Doorenbal,  OR, serves as the Election Committee Chairman and 
will be looking for input from the general membership in regard to 
future WODPA Board Members and O€  ciers. 

In addition to the General Session discussion, producers also listened 
to  panel presentations  including the ª• e Organic Di€ erenceº 
panel focused on current data to support an organic advantage in 
three general areas: Food Safety, Environment, and Nutrition. Dr. 

Steven Gilbert, Director of the Institute of Neurotoxicology and Neu-
rological Disorders presented a number of studies that show pesticide 
residues are harmful to human health, particularly small children and 
infants, who are particularly vunerable to even the most minute concen-
trations of contaminants; Dr. David Granatstein, Director of the Center 
for Sustaining Agricutlure and Natural Resources at Washington State 
University provided  a summary of the environmental impacts of or-
ganic farming as comparted to conven-
tional. According to Dr. Granantstein, 
the data would show organic farming 
sequesters more carbon and improves 
soil pro® le over conventional contem-
pories; and Dr's Arden Nelson and Meg 
Catell, Organic Dairy Producers and 
Veterinary Consultants from Windsor, 

CO, summarized 
the nutritional re-
search with respect 
to organic foods. 
All presentations 
can be found on the 
WODPA website: 
www.wodpa.org. 

A second panel discussion entitled ªIs your Or-
ganic Dairy Model Sustainableº was presented 
by John Ken-
nedy, Nutritional 
Consultant from 
Petaluma, CA 
who's economic 
data showed higher 
pro® tability for 
producers who 
grow their own 

supplemental feed and graze their 
cows. Additional guests included 
George Siemon, Organic Valley CEO, 
who delivered a keynote presentation 
entitled ª• e big picture of organics: 
past, present and futureº, and Mark Castel, co-founder of the Cornu-
copia Institute, who entertained conference attendees after dinner with 
a lively discussion of the issues currently facing the industry and how 
Cornucopia Institute has worked to bene® t the overall well-being of 
the organic dairy industry. • e conference concluded with a tour of the 
John Bruno!  dairy, victim of the 2007 Chehalis Flood Disaster. Look 
for details regarding the 2009 WODPA Conference. 
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GALAXY Italian Ryegrass 

CRUSADERCRUSADER Italian Ryegrass 

WINFRED Forage Brassica 

GRAZAGRAZA Forage Radish 

TONICTONIC Plantain 

GROUSEOUSE Chicory 

FASTER WEIGHT GAINS 
INCREASED MILK PRODUCTION 
MULTIPLE & FLEXIBLE GRAZING 

For More Information, Contact: 
IOKA MARKETINGIOKA MARKETINGIOKA MARKETINGIOKA MARKETINGIOKA MARKETING,,,,, 

PGGSeeds United States Distributor 
877-367-4652   503-873-6498877-367-4652   503-873-6498877-367-4652   503-873-6498877-367-4652   503-873-6498877-367-4652   503-873-6498 

pggseeds@iokafarms.com      www.pggseeds.com.au 

GROWING JUNK? 
BUY SEED THABUY SEED THABUY SEED THABUY SEED THABUY SEED THAT!S PRT!S PRT!S PRT!S PRT!S PROOOOOVENVENVENVENVEN..... 
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temporary con® nement provide temporary con® nement 
for an animal temporarily deny a non-ruminant animal 
access to the outdoors and shelter for an animal because of:  
(1) Inclement weather and conditions caused by inclement 
weather; (2) ! e animal's stage of production life. Lacta-
tion is not a stage of life that would exempt ruminants 
from any of the mandates set forth in this regulation;  (3) 
Conditions under which the health, safety, or well being of 
the animal could be jeopardized; or (4) Risk to soil or water 
quality. 

(c) ! e producer of an organic livestock operation may 
temporarily deny a ruminant animal pasture or outdoor 
access under the following conditions:  (1) When the animal 
is segregated for the day of breeding or preventive health 
care practice, or for the  the treatment of illness or injury 
(the various life stages, such as lactation, are not an illness or 
injury); (2) One week at the end of a lactation for dry o! , 
three weeks prior to parturition (birthing), parturition, and 
up to one week after parturition;  (3) In the case of newborns 
for up to six months, after which they must be on pasture 

during the grazing season and may no longer be individually 
housed; (4) In the case of goats, during periods of inclement 
weather; (5 4) In the case of sheep, For short periods for shear-
ing; and (6 5) In the case of dairy animals, for short periods 
daily for milking. Milking must be scheduled in a manner to 
ensure su"  cient grazing time to provide each animal with an 
average dry matter intake from grazing of not less than 30 per-
cent throughout the growing grazing season. Milking frequen-
cies or duration practices cannot be used to deny dairy animals 
pasture.  

(d) Ruminants must be provided with: (1) A lying area with 
well-maintained clean, dry bedding, which complies with para-
graph (a)(3) of this section, during periods of temporary hous-
ing, provided due to temporary denial of pasture during condi-
tions listed in paragraphs (c)(1) through (c)(5) of this section 
and during the non grazing season;  ( 2) Yards and passageways  
kept in good condition and well-drained; (3) Shade and in the 
case of goats, shelter open on at least one side;  (4) Water at all 
times except during short periods for milking or sheering--such 

FOOD Farmers Pasture Rule Revisions - Cont'd from page 5.
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Remove thatch/dead grass, eliminate weeds, 
underseeding, stimulate soils, level mole hills, 
spread manure more evenly. All of this with 
the Einbock Pneumaticstar: Tined weeder 

equipped with airseeder. 
One machine-many purposes 

Isn’t it time you learned about it? 
It can be used in a wide range of crops for weed control 

Quality pasture reduces input cost and increases returns. A healthy pasture increases yield and quality 
of forage, decreases fed feed needs and keeps animals healthy. Maintaining good milk yields depends 
on the ability maintain pasture yield & quality. The Einbock Grass Manger, used world wide, is the 
best system available for achieving a quality pasture with high dry matter per acre. 

Our free educational material will explain how- call Jim Tillman @ 912-764-4347
  Weeds are eliminated- allowing grass to fill in bare spots faster- a high % of quality is lost to weeds. 
  Thatch is raked up-when thick thatch or dead grass is present, underseeding is very difficult 
  With weeds & thatch removed, the airseeder provides exact distribution of seeds to stimulated soils 
  Ability to underseed where soil preparation is not possible or in high wear areas 
  Helps spread manure more evenly and level mole hills 
  Ideal for grassland maintenance & regular underseeding-holes are constantly closed 
There are many impressive features of the Einbock equipment that we would like to share with you.  
See it work:     www.tinedweeder.com                    Email:   organicweedcontrol@frontiernet.net  

Quality Pasture = Better Yields 

Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance

Producer Milk Check Assignment Form
The 1 cent program is designed to help fund WODPA activities, including the publication of the 

“Integrity” newsletter, annual conferences and to keep producers informed of policy changes and 
important issues that affect the organic dairy industry. 

I, _______________________________________please print name on your milk check request that _______________________
name of company that sends your milk check deduct the sum of:

______$0.01 per hundredweight; _____$.02/cwt; or ______$0.05/cwt:  to support the work of WODPA, as an assignment from my 
milk check starting the ! rst day of _______, 20____.  The total sum will be paid monthly to WODPA. This agreement may be ended 
at any time by the producer by sending a written request to their milk buyer with a copy to WODPA.                        

Milk handlers please send payments to: Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA)
Joe Ficher, WODPA treasurer, 54532 Arago Rd, Myrtle Point, OR 97458

Producer signature:  _____________________________________Date: __________

Producer number/ member no: ____________      E-mail:_______________________

Number of milking cows: _________________     Tel #:________________________

Certifying Agency: ________________________  Farm Address: _______________________________

Producers—please send this completed form to WODPA, Attn: Joe Ficher, 54532 Arago Rd, Myrtle Point, OR 97458, for tracking 

purposes, Joe will forward to the milk handler.  Thank you.
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WODPA Membership adopts a new resolution 
and Publishes position statements. 

See http://www.wodpa.org for details

DAIRY SIZE RESOLUTION: WHEREAS ORGANIC DAIRY OPERATIONS MAY BE OF VARIABLE SIZE, SCOPE AND GEOGRAPHIC LO-
CATION, AND WHEREAS ALL ORGANICALLY CERTIFIED DAIRIES, REGARDLESS OF SIZE, ARE EXPECTED TO UPHOLD THE FULL 
INTENT OF THE NOP, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE WESTERN ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCERS ALLIANCE SUPPORTS 
ALL ORGANIC DAIRIES, REGARDLESS OF SIZE, THAT ADHERE TO WODPA POLICIES REGARDING PASTURE USE AND REPLACE-
MENT FEMALES AS STATED IN THE WODPA REPLACEMENT RULING RESOLUTION AND THE PASTURE RULING RESOLUTION. 
ARDEN NELSON MOVED; TONY SCHILTER 2ND; 31 YES; 0 NO; MOTION PASSED. 

STATEMENTS PASSED: 
·  POSITION ON BASE PRICE: WODPA PRODUCERS REQUIRE A MINIMUM BASE PRICE OF $30/CWT (ON A 3.5% BF AND 
8.7% SNF BASIS) TO BE SUSTAINABLE. DATED OCTOBER 22ND, 2008.  BOB BAKER MOVED TO ACCEPT; FRANK COELHO 
2ND; 21 YES: 10 NO; MOTION PASSES. 

·  POSITION ON CERTIFIERS: WODPA WILL WORK WITH THE OTHER ODPA'S TO DEVELOP A RATING STRUCTURE FOR ALL 
ORGANIC CERTIFYING AGENCIES IN ORDER THAT WE ELIMINATE THE SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGING VARIABILITY IN THE CERTIFICATION 
PROCESS.  ANDREW DYKSTRA MOVED TO 
ACCEPT; ROSS MCMAHAN 2ND; 29 YES: 
1 NO; MOTION PASSES. 

·  POSITION ON COSTS: ORGANIC DAIRY 
PRODUCERS RECEIVE 24% OF THE RETAIL 
MILK PRICE, AN UNACCEPTABLY LOW 
PERCENTAGE OF THE FOOD DOLLAR. 
WODPA WILL WORK WITH CONSUMER 
GROUPS TOWARD A HIGHER RETURN TO 
PRODUCERS. FRANK COELHO MOVED TO 
PASS; TONY SCHILTER 2ND; 25 YES: 6 
NO; MOTION PASSES. 

·  POSITION ON CONFIDENTIALITY: 
WODPA SUPPORTS THE ELIMINATION 
OF CONFIDENTIALITY CONTRACTS (BE-
TWEEN PRODUCERS AND PROCESSORS) TO 
IMPROVE THE LEVEL OF TRANSPARENCY IN 
ORGANIC MILK PRICING. ANDREW DYK-
STRA MOVED TO PASS; FRANK COELHO 
2ND; 28 YES: 0 NO; MOTION PASSES. 



Feature Dairy
Joe Tresch - Petaluma, CA

Meet Joe Tresch, dairyman, roper, philosopher, and Sierra Club's 
Environmental Steward of the Year, pictured here aboard his most 
fuel e•  cient horse, lariots and duct tape in tow.  We met Joe and 
his wife Kathy, last summer as we were getting familar with the 
Petaluma dairy industry. Joe, a Chico State graduate, has been in 
the dairy business full-time since 1988, when his father passed 
away. Today, Joe has built the business to 2,100 acres and 900 
milking cows between their two dairies.  

€ e Tresch family has been in the California dairy business since 
Joe's family emigrated from Switzerland to California in the 1870s.  
€ e family started their ® rst California dairy in Cayucos Valley in 
1880.  In 1898, the family moved up to Rio Vista in 
Northern California. Joe's great-grandfather moved the 
dairy from Rio Vista to its current location in Peta-
luma.  After Joe's father passed away, Joe purchased the 
320 acres from his step-mother in 1988 and leased an 
adjacent 1,189 acres.  For next 19 years, Joe didn't miss 
a milking shift. 

Expansion took an interesting path for Joe and his 
family.  In 1988, the City of Santa Rosa attempted to 
acquire the leased land so they could pump wastewater 
into the entire valley and create a sewage reservoir.  Joe 
and Kathy chose to ® ght this plan and, after six long 
years, succeeded in saving the valley (this is when they 
won the Sierra Club award).  € e Tresches then went 
on to purchase the 1,189 acres and continued pasture-
feeding their herd.  

In addition to an organic dairy, the Tresch family also has a beautiful 
apple orchard on their ranch.  Kathy grows a number of unique varieties 
of apples and often sells them at the local farmers' market.  € e ranch also 
features a coastal grasslands area with a woodland riparian ecosystem and 
is home to over 500 plant species as well as Northwestern pond turtles, 
blue-tailed skink lizards, black-tail deer, a family of golden eagles, and an 
abundance of other animals. 

When asked about his unique management style, he'll say that he ªruns it 
like I'm goin' brokeº and sees land as a safe ® nancial investment. He was 
taught early in life by his father to ªmake do with what you have.º Even 
though Joe initially told his Dad that he didn't want anything to do with 
the dairy, fate had other plans. 

Joe is ® rm believer in business strategy and has build his business using 
principles found in a favorite book entitled ª€ e Pursuit of Pro® t , € e 
Philosophical and Business Approach to Dairyingº by Louis P. Longo, 
Laurelwoods Publishing company, 1978.  In Chapter 3, ªA Philosophy 
on Farming,º Longo quotes Henry David € oreau with ªmen labor under 
a mistake,º ªit's a fool's lifeº essentiallly condeming the farmer for such 
ªblind obedience.º To the contrary, both Joe Tresch and Louis Longo 
believe that dairy farming o! ers hard work and self expression; and in the 
words of Lango, ªa self expression made known through creative work 
and a satisfaction found in the occupation of farming - an occupation 
which today makes stringent demands on the intellectual capacity, rather 
than the muscular development of a man.º In other words, success in the 
dairy industry requires intellectual wisdom and a love for the work.  With 
that said, we  wonder if Joe has also read Chapter 17 entitled ªVacations 
can increase pro® tsº... ?
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Horizon Organic joins with the Federation of Organic Dairy Farmers 
in support of regulatory changes to require all dairy cows 

be raised organically from the last third of gestation.

• 2007 Horizon Organic  Photo by Jerry Downs

Hollands Dairy, Klamath Falls, OR



Research Briefs  

• e Rodale Institute's Farming Systems Trial (FST) was the ® rst study that proved regenerative organic agriculture practices 
store or sequester carbon in the soil by removing it from the air, thereby signi® cantly reversing the impact of global warming. 
Regenerative organic farming methods can transform agriculture from part of the global warming problem to a major part of 
the solution, by changing how we farm. 

Organically managed soils can convert carbon from green house gas into a food-producing asset. Soils that are rich in carbon 
conserve water and support healthier plants that are more resistant to drought, stress, pests and diseases. Studies conducted 
at Rodale Institute show that organic systems have increased soil carbon by 30% over 27 years. • e petroleum-based system 
showed no signi® cant increase in soil carbon in the same time period and some studies have shown that these systems, in fact, 
may loose carbon. 

Researchers are  ̄eshing out the mechanisms by which this soil carbon sequestration takes place. One of the most signi® cant 
® ndings is the high correlation between increased soil carbon levels and very high amounts of mycorrhizal fungi. • ese fungi 
help slow down the decay of organic matter. Beginning with our Farming Systems Trial, collaborative studies by the USDA's 
Agriculture Research Service (ARS) lead by David Douds, Ph.D., show that the biological support system of mycorrhizal fungi 
are more prevalent and diverse in organically managed systems than in soils that depend on synthetic fertilizers and pesticides. 

The  soil solution: solving global warming...and more  
From the Rodale Institute, Kutztown, PA  
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AGRI-KING        800.435.9560         www.agriking.com

Be Proactive with your herd•s health
use the 

Agri-King
Personalized Feeding Programs

FFee ee dd EE ff ff ii cc ii ee nn cc yy EExx pp ee rr tt ssFeed Efficiency Exper ts
Contact:

In California: 
Ron Arendt - 209.996.5340

In Pacific Northwest:
Ryan Mensonides - 360.391.8579

• ese fungi work to conserve organic matter by aggregating organic matter with clay and minerals. In soil aggregates, carbon 
is more resistant to degradation than in the free form and thus more likely to be conserved. • ese ® ndings demonstrate that 
mycorrhizal fungi produce a potent glue-like substance 
called glomalin that stimulates increased aggregation of soil 
particles. • is results in an increased ability of soil to retain 
carbon. • ese ® ndings are based on analysis by ARS research-
ers at the Northern Great Plains Research Lab in Mandan, 
North Dakota. 

In Rodale Institute's FST, soil carbon levels increased more in 
the manure-based organic system than in the legume-based 
organic system, presumably because the manure stimulates 
the soil to sequester carbon in more stable forms. • e study 
also showed that soil carbon depends on more than just total 
carbon additions to the system, because cropping diversity or 
carbon-to-nitrogen ratios of inputs may also have an e€ ect. 
• e Rodale Institute believes that the answer lies in the decay 
rates of soil organic matter under di€ erent management 
systems. • e application of soluble nitrogen fertilizers in the 
petroleum-based systems stimulates more rapid and complete 
decay of organic matter, sending carbon into the atmosphere 
instead of retaining it in the soil as the organic systems do. 

For additional data see http://www.rodaleinstitute.org

SOIL CARBON DIFFERENCES DOCUMENTED BY THE FARMING SYSTEMS 
TRIAL AT RODALE INSTITUTE
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water must be protected from fouling;( 5) Feeding and watering 
equipment that are designed, constructed, and placed to protect 
from fouling--such equipment must be cleaned weekly; and
(6) In the case of newborns, hay in a rack o!  the ground, begin-
ning 7 days after birth, unless on pasture, and pasture for graz-
ing in compliance with § 205.240(a) not later than six months 
after birth.

(c) (e) (d) " e producer of an organic livestock operation 
must manage manure in a manner that does not contribute to 
contamination of crops, soil, or water by plant nutrients, heavy 
metals, or pathogenic organisms and optimizes recycling of 
nutrients; and  (f ) " e producer of an organic livestock opera-
tion must manage outdoor access areas, including pastures, in a 
manner that does not put soil or water quality at risk. " is may 
includes the use of fences and bu! er zones to prevent rumi-
nants and their waste products from entering ponds, streams, 
and other bodies of water. Bu! er zone size shall be extensive 
enough, in full consideration of the physical features of the 
site, to prevent the waste products of ruminants from entering 
ponds, streams, and other bodies of water.  

FOOD Farmers comment: Put the below practice standards 
that have been struck out, plus other potential standards, 
into guidance.

§205.240 Pasture practice standard. " e producer of an or-
ganic livestock operation must, for all ruminant livestock on the 
operation, demonstrate through auditable records in the organic 
system plan, a functioning management plan for pasture that 
meets all requirements of §§ 205.200 - 205.240.

§205.240 (a) Pasture must be managed as a crop in full compli-
ance with §§ 205.200 through 205.206.

§205.240 (b) ! e producer must develop and annually 
update a comprehensive  A pasture plan for inclusion contain-
ing at least the following information must be included in 
the producer's organic system plan, which may consist of the 
certi® er's farm and livestock questionnaires, and be updated 
annually when any changes are made. ! e pasture plan must 
show the following: When there is no change to the previous 
year's comprehensive pasture plan the certi® ed operation may 
resubmit the previous year's comprehensive pasture plan.
     
§205.240 (c) ! e comprehensive pasture plan must include 
a detailed description of:  (1)  ! e types of pasture provided 
to ensure that the feed requirements of 205.237 are being 
met; Crops to be grown in the pasture and haymaking system; 
(2) Cultural and management practices, including but not 
limited to varying the crops and their maturity dates in the 
pasture system, to be used to ensure pasture of a su#  cient qual-

FOOD Farmers Revisions - Cont'd from page 6.

Organic selenium for optimizing the animal's 
selenium status allowing it to realize its full 
growth and production potential.

Contains mannans and glucans that act as 
binding sites for bacteria therefore reducing 
the ability of the bacteria to attach to the 
intestinal wall and cause scours.

Biotal Buchneri 500 forage inoculant 
containing Lactobacillus buchneri 40788 is 
FDA reviewed ªfor increased aerobic stability
 of silage and high moisture corn stored for 
not less than 60 days.º

Active dry yeast to enhance hind gut 
health in monogastrics and young 
ruminants. The strain was selected 
specifically for its ability to maintain 
the balance of intestinal microflora. 
This ability to neutralize toxins, bind 
to pathogenic bacteria and reinforce 
intestinal wall integrity allows the 
animal to resist health challenges 
and realize its full growth potential.

Active dry yeast for use in ruminant 
feeds. It is a unique live yeast strain 
that was specifically selected for its 
ability to enhance rumen function. 

Products Listed by OMRI  for Use in Organic Agriculture

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION
Tel: (800) 692-4700    Email: LAN_NA@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

Uniting Science and Nature.!

•

•
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ity and quantity is available to graze throughout the grow-
ing grazing season and to provide all ruminants, except for 
exempted classes, under the organic systems plan with an 
average of not less than 30 percent of their dry matter intake 
from grazing throughout the growing grazing season; (3)
Description of the grazing season. ! e haymaking system 
(4) ! e location of pastures and haymaking ® elds, including 
maps showing the pasture and haymaking system and giving 
each ® eld its own identity; (5) ! e types of grazing methods 
to be used in the pasture system; (6) ! e location and types 
of fences, except for temporary fences, and the location 
and source of shade and water; (7) ! e soil fertility, seeding, 
and crop rotation systems.  (8) ! e pest, weed, and disease 
control practices; (9) ! e erosion control and protection of 
natural wetlands, riparian areas, and soil and water quality 
practices; (10) Pasture and soil sustainability practices; and
(11) Restoration of pastures practices.

(c d) ! e pasture system must may include a sacri® cial 
pasture for grazing, to protect the other pastures from exces-
sive damage during periods when saturated soil conditions 
render the pasture(s) too wet for animals to graze; and for 
outdoor access in the non-grazing season. ! e sacri® cial 
pasture must be: (1) Su"  cient in size to accommodate all 
animals in the herd without crowding; (2) Located where: 
(i) Soils have good tra"  cability;(ii) Well-drained; (iii) ! ere 

is a low risk of soil erosion;  (iv) ! ere is low or no potential 
of manure runo# ; (v) Surrounded by vegetated areas; and (vi) 
Easily restored. (3) Managed to: (i) Provide feed value; and (ii) 
Maintain or improve soil, water, and vegetative resources. (4) 
Restored through active pasture management. (e) In addition to 
the above, producers must manage pasture to comply with all 
applicable requirements of §§ 205.236 - 205.239.

FOOD Farmers comment: Add the following pasture prac-
tice standard to guidance: At no time during the grazing 
season, when any class of ruminant receives less than 30% 
of their dry matter intake from grazing, except for exempted 
classes, shall the operation mechanically harvest crops from 
its pastures.  For questions contact Arden Nelson, WODPA 
Policy Chairman 970.481.8314; Kathie Arnold, NODPA Policy 
Committee Chair at randkarnold1@juno.com; Tel: 607-842-
6631 OR Ed Maltby, NODPA Executive Director at ednodpa@
comcast.net; Tel: 413-772-0444. 

Please cite Docket Number AMS-TM-06-0198; TM-05-14. Di-
rect your comments to Richard H. Mathews, Chief, Standards 
Development and Review Branch, National Organic Program, 
Transportation and Marketing Programs USDA-AMS-TMP-
NOP, 1400 Independence Ave., SW. Room 4008-So., Ag Stop 
0268, Washington, DC 20250. To submit your comments on-
line: visit the regulations web portal: www.regulations.gov. 



   

     

The Integrity
Official Newsletter  for Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA)

January 21 - 24, 2009: • e 29th Annual 

Ecological Farming Conference is at 

Asilomar Conference Grounds in Paci® c 

Grove, CA: http://eco-farm.org/index.

php/efc/general_information/

Pre-Conference Event Sponsored by 

CCOF: January 20th &21st: Healthy 

Farms, Healthy People: Organics in Ac-

tion.  Ecological Farming Conference

February 26th-28th, 2009: Oregon 

Tilth presents Organicology: • e Study 

of a Sustainable Food Future: http://

www.tilth.org/partners/organicology

Upcoming Events:

Western Organic Dairy Producers 
Alliance (WODPA)
c/o Sharon Sinko, Secretary
91064 Lampa Lane
Myrtle Point, OR 97458
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In this issue:

Comments due December 23rd, 2008 in response to 
NOP's ªAccess to Pastureº Rule revisions


